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FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Today was the final day of term and we held a series of celebration assemblies. In these

assemblies we gave out end of term awards and we received an update on the inter house

competition. You can read details about these things below. Every year in education feels unique

but 2021 really has been an unusual and challenging year. I want to thank the staff of Highlands

for their perseverance and commitment to the school and our students. I particularly want to pay

tribute to the staff who have time and time again covered for absent colleagues and taught cover

lessons or taught multiple classes in the assembly hall in order that students are taught by a

specialist member of staff. 

COVID did not stop our students achieving excellent GCSE and A level results in the summer and

we were proud of our students in years 10, 11 and 13 who did so well in their qualifications. We

were determined to move on from COVID as far as possible as the year went on and we did this

with the launch of our DARE days in October. If you did not see the video of the DARE days earlier

in the year you can do so here. 

In the past fortnight COVID and the new variant has really started to impact our ability to keep

the school open but we have managed to do so. Great credit should go to our students who have

still maintained good focus in lessons even though we have had significant staff absence. 

The government has asked schools to test all students before they return to school in January so

please read carefully the arrangements for the return to school in January, which can be found at

the bottom of this newsletter

This Christmas we say goodbye to some colleagues who are leaving us and we wish them well in

the future. Ms Sheth is leaving our admin team. Ms White is leaving as our assistant SENCO. Ms

Ace, one of our computing teachers, is leaving us. Mr Lopez-Dominguez is leaving the MFL

department. Ms Gray, from the safeguarding team, is also leaving us. Ms Boon is leaving us as a

member of staff in the Hearing Impaired Base. 

Mock Exams

Festive announcements

Platinum award winners

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LJJ3tJMM90Hl2D424Km7Tz6KWnSun9sz/view
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MOCK EXAMS - JANUARY 2021MOCK EXAMS - JANUARY 2021
AM exams start in period 1  PM exams start in period 4

Option subjects are for all year 11 and early entry year 10 (classes labeled as option P only).

AM 

PM

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
10th 

January
11th 

January
12th 

January
13th 

January
14th 

January

Y11 English
Language

Y11 Science
Y11 Biology

Y10 Citizenship
Y10 RS
Music

Y11 Maths p1 Y11 Science
Y11 Chemistry

Y11 French
Reading
Y11 Spanish
Listening 

Geography Business &
Enterprise

PE
Drama

History

AM 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

17th 
January

18th 
January

19th 
January

20th 
January

21st 
January

Food Media
Studies RM 
Graphics
Textiles

Y11 Maths p2 Y11 English
Literature

Y11 Science
Y11 Physics

Y11 French
Writing
Y11 Spanish
Writing 

Psychology
Computer
Science
Dance

Y11 French
Listening
Y11 Spanish
Reading

Economics
Child
Development

PM

One more member of staff who is leaving us is Ms Deb-Biswas, who has led our Hearing Impaired Base and taught history at
Highlands for over a decade. Highlands is an exceptional example of comprehensive education and we pride ourselves on being an
inclusive school. The Hearing Impaired Base (HIB) is at the heart of our school and at the heart of our commitment to inclusion. Under
Ms Deb Biswas’ leadership the HIB has supported dozens of students as they have successfully made their way through secondary
school. We wish her all the best in future. 

This time last year, when writing the end of term message to the school community, I wrote about wishing that everyone would stay
safe from the virus. I had hoped, as I am sure everyone hoped, that this year we would be past COVID. However, once again I am
wishing you all a happy and restful Christmas, but also one during which you are all safe.

I look forward to welcoming all students back to school in January. 
Have a great Christmas and New Year, 

Mr McInerney
Headteacher 
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RETURNING TO SCHOOLRETURNING TO SCHOOL
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COVID TESTING
We have been asked to conduct lateral flow tests for students before the return to the classroom in January and will therefore

stagger the students' return at the start of term. Before the start of teaching on site all students will attend the school site for a
Covid test and then, on that day, will return home. On site teaching will begin the day after the test. We will set work to be

completed at home (remote learning) using Google classroom.The schedule for testing and remote learning is set out below.

YEAR

7

8

9

10

11

12 & 13

Testing date for year group 
(these students attend school

only for the test)

Remote learning set by
teachers on these dates to be

completed at home

Return date for year group 
(lessons on site)

Thursday 6 January 
Oak & Rowan 11:30

Beech & Willow 12:15

Wednesday 5 January
Thursday 6 January 

Friday 7 January

Thursday 6 January 
Oak & Rowan 09:30

Beech & Willow 10:15

Wednesday 5 January
Thursday 6 January 

Friday 7 January

Wednesday 5 January
Oak & Rowan 13:30

Beech & Willow 14:15

Wednesday 5 January Thursday 6 January

Wednesday 5 January
Oak & Rowan 11:00

Beech & Willow 11:45

Wednesday 5 January Thursday 6 January

Tuesday 4 January
Oak and Rowan 13.30 

Beech and Willow 14.15

Tuesday 4 January Wednesday 5 January

Wednesday 5 January
Year 12 09:00
Year 13 10:00

Wednesday 5 January Thursday 6 January
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YEAR

7

8

9

10

11

12 & 13

Unit title

Unit 3: Diversity and discrimination

Unit 3: Online safety

Unit 3: Committed relationships

Unit 3: Addressing extremism and radicalisation

Unit 3: Legal and illegal substances - understanding and managing risks

Unit 3: Parenting

Unit title

Relationships

Relationships

Relationships

Relationships

Relationships

Health and wellbeing

PSHE AND ASSEMBLIES
What are students studying next half term?

The table below outlines what each year group will study in PSHE next half term.
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Message from the Highlands Parents and Friends Association (HPFA)
Thank you to all those who supported our Christmas fund raising raffle this year. Together, we raised
a staggering £1,500.00 - absolutely remarkable! Thank you to everyone who bought tickets or
donated prizes. Winners have been notified to collect their prizes from school on Friday.

A very Merry Christmas to all.

From all at the HPFA 



PLATINUM AWARD WINNERS THISPLATINUM AWARD WINNERS THIS

TERMTERM

5

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1NEWSLETTER

Congratulations to the following students for their commitment in attending the Careers
Development Programme after school and successfully completing the BeReady
accredited Employability Skills training. Key topics included communication, confidence,
resilience, leadership, personal branding and business etiquette. Well Done!

Emil Skogen 7OSM

Rhys Willis 8WEC

Batuhan Duran 8OSA

Elisabeth Castells 9RKM

Daisy Webb 9WMT

Lola Matthews 9WMT

Rain Kurt 9RKM

YEAR 7YEAR 7 YEAR 8YEAR 8 YEAR 9YEAR 9 YEAR 10YEAR 10

YEAR 11YEAR 11

YEAR 12YEAR 12 YEAR 13YEAR 13



BTEC Business Winter Wonderland Success!
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Well done to the Year 12 BTEC Business students who successfully raised a total of
£441.63 for Starlight Children's Foundation and even managed to sell out in two hours of

opening!  

CHRISTMAS DINNER

THANKS

With many thanks to the Chartwells
catering team who worked so hard to
prepare such a lovely Christmas
dinner on Tuesday for the students
and staff. 
Marva and the team wish you all a
very Merry Christmas 

FESTIVE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CHRISTMAS JUMPER 

DAY



In January we will be doing an upcycling birdhouse project with year 8 in design and technology lessons. We would
really appreciate any of the following to support us in this creative venture. Please collect as many as you can over the
festive season and drop off to the lower design and technology office in the new year.
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DEPARTMENTAL NEWS

iN2 Science UK have created Virtual Open Days to present their programme to schools and students. They offer many
options for dates and timings throughout the year and students and schools can sign up for their preferred time by
accessing the Eventbrite page from clicking HERE. Their next presentation is on 15th December from 12:30 - 13:15!

In2scienceUK Virtual Open Days

For some of you, the above Eventbrite dates may not be convenient, so they've made a couple of short video
presentations.

The short presentation (roughly 1 minute) can be found HERE.

A longer full presentation (roughly 15 minutes) can be found HERE.

Note: If you have issues playing youtube videos in your school, please let us know and we will be happy to send the
video directly to you.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY NEEDS YOUR HELP

Plastic takeaway containers 
plastic bottles- condiments of any brand
ready meal bowls eg Wagamamas, microwave meals.

Merry Christmas.
Mrs A Jeynes
Head of Design and Technology

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/in2scienceuk-virtual-open-day-tickets-211126022617
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZL0ZQZ7zZVg&feature=emb_imp_woyt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlyypiPozwI
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Medicine consent form

Dear parents/carers,

Please fill out our new medicine consent form for any
future medical requirements for your child. This only
needs to be completed should your child require
medication.
Your child is to bring the medicine straight to the medical
room once the form has been completed.
There should be one form completed for each medicine.

Many thanks,
Highlands School

3 x year 7

7 x year 8

6 x year 9

6 x year 10

COVID-19 update
This week we have been notified of the following positive

cases. We wish everyone a very speedy recovery. 

Please continue to ensure students test twice weekly from

home. Masks must be worn in communal areas. 

Please can you register all results using this link but you

only need to report positive results to the school via the

postbox email postbox@highlearn.uk.

5 x year 11

5 x year 12

6 members of staff

Flu Immunisations
Flu Immunisations Catch up session will
be held on Jan 12th for all the students
who were unable to attend in November

Singing Club

Ms Sahraoui will be running singing
classes from January in MFL department
on Mondays. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8ufdfMtqqNEKmmTZT93LJ07avfD-e4TaKew4PdCOEjW7irg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8ufdfMtqqNEKmmTZT93LJ07avfD-e4TaKew4PdCOEjW7irg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
mailto:postbox@highlearn.uk
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Behaviour update
As Christmas approaches, we would like to say thank you and well done to the students for their
exemplary behaviour in school and their fantastic attitudes to learning. It has been a great term, and we
are proud of everything our students have achieved. Our behaviour policy is at the core of everything we
do at Highlands, not only has it contributed to excellent behaviour in lessons and undisrupted learning, it
offers the opportunity for praise and reward. This term our students have been rewarded with thousands
of achievement points for a variety of reasons from excellent attitudes to learning, to acts of kindness. We
look forward to seeing students' continued success next term. 

Please could we also take this opportunity to remind students of the following:

Lanyards - students are expected to wear lanyards at all times, if a new lanyard is required they are
available to purchase via Parentpay and may be collected from the school office. 
Blazers- please ensure your child is wearing their blazers to school. Students are required to wear blazers
in and around the school building. 

planner
mini whiteboard and whiteboard pen
a full pencil case (black/ blue/ green pens, pencil, ruler, rubber, glue stick, math set). 

Equipment - please ensure that your child returns to school in January fully equipped with:

Please let your childs head of year know if support is required purchasing equipment items.

Arrival time at school - a gentle reminder that students are expected to arrive on site by 8:30am
(gates open at 8:20). Students are late if they arrive after 8:35.   
PE kit - students should continue to wear PE kit on days they are timetabled for a PE practical.
Please ensure that your child is wearing a full PE kit. 

Thank you for your continued support of the school's behaviour policy.
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Extra curricular Clubs
As a school we are delighted to offer a range of extra curricular clubs to give our students additional
opportunities to lead an active and healthy lifestyle. Consequently, if your child would like to attend these
extra curricular clubs we must receive parental/carer consent. These extra curricular clubs take place at
the end of the school day.
Without your consent, your child will not be able to attend an extra curricular club. Should you wish to
change the consent for your child for an extra curricular club then please inform the teacher of that club. 

Please note that a parental consent form must be filled out each half term in order for your child to attend
an extracurricular club. This means if you have previously filled out a consent form for last term and your
child wishes to join the same (or a new) club next term, then you must fill in a new consent form.

Pupils should come to school in their school uniform unless they have PE on the day they also have an
extra curricular club. The changing rooms will be opened at the end of the school day to allow pupils to
change from their school uniform into their PE kit, should they need to use them.

Year 7 ed’extra is treated separately from the rest of the extracurricular timetable.
The deadline to sign your child up for an extracurricular club is Friday 7th January, 3pm. Clubs are based
on a first come first serve basis except for clubs where the teacher may invite specific pupils. Email
confirmation of your child's place at a club will be sent out as soon as possible after Friday 7th January. 

Below is the timetable of the extra curricular clubs on offer from Tuesday 4th January to Friday
11th February. 

Yours faithfully,
PE Department
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Here is the timetable of extra curricular activities taking place from Monday 8th November - Friday
17th December.

ED-EXTRA TIMETABLEED-EXTRA TIMETABLE



Safeguarding contacts:
If there is a concern about a Highlands School student, please contact the school on 020 8370 1100 or email
the DSL at staysafe@highlearn.uk. 

If the school cannot be contacted, please contact Enfield Children’s Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on
020 8379 5555.

If a student is in immediate danger, call the police on 999 straight away.

Helpline: 0808 800 5000

Contact: 0800 008
7005

Support service for
students
wellbeing
(www.kooth.com)

0300 330
0630

Multi Agency
Safeguarding Hub:

0300 500 80 90

The police:
(if you are in
danger): 999 
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SAFEGUARDING
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