
Highlands School Newsletter​
14 March 2025 

 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

 

Not for the first time, this week we are celebrating the success of our girls’ football teams. Our under 

16 girls are Middlesex champions for the third year running. Massive congratulations to the girls for all 

they have done to develop girls’ football at Highlands over the past few years.  

 

This week, we also celebrated International Women's Day with a variety of events, including a 
successful bake sale, organised by Highlands’ first ever feminist society FemSoc, that raised money for 
Women’s Aid. The sale was a fantastic way to support a vital cause while enjoying delicious treats. The 
society invited Dr. Sian Oram from King’s College London to school to speak with them. Well done to all 
the students who have set up and led this new society.  
 

Have a great weekend,  
 

Mr McInerney, 

Headteacher.  

Key dates for this and next half term: 

●​ Friday 14th March: HPFA quiz night at Highlands  
●​ Wednesday 19th March: year 12 parents’ evening  
●​ Thursday 27th March: Battle of the Bands at Highlands  
●​ Friday 4th April: end of term, students released from school at midday 
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HPFA Quiz Night on Friday 14th March - TONIGHT!! 

The Highlands Parents and Friends 

Association (HPFA) is hosting an exciting Quiz 

Night hosted by the amazing Mr. McInerney! 

This promises to be a family-friendly, 

competitive, and fun-filled evening that you 

won’t want to miss. Mark the date in your 

diaries, gather your friends and family, and 

get ready to show off your trivia skills! 

📅 Date: Friday 14th March​
🕒 Time: 7pm​
📍 Location: Highlands School 

Tickets: Just £5.00 per person!​
You can grab your tickets easily via ParentPay 

or, if you're not a parent/carer at the school, 

you can buy tickets here.  

What's on offer? 

●​ Delicious food, tasty nibbles, and 

refreshing drinks will be available for sale 

at the event, all run by the HPFA! 

●​ You are welcome to bring your own 

nibbles, but please note any alcohol 

brought in will be subject to a corkage 

charge. 

Get your team together!​
Tables can have up to 8 people, so bring your friends, family, and even your neighbours for a night of 

laughs, friendly competition, and a chance to show off your knowledge! Children over the age of 5 are 

welcome to join in the fun. 

This is more than just a quiz night – it's an event that helps raise vital funds for our school and supports 

the activities and resources that benefit our children. Every penny raised goes directly to supporting 

the wonderful work happening at Highlands School. So, come along for a fantastic evening while 

supporting a great cause! 

We can’t wait to see you there!  Tickets can also be purchased on the door tonight. 

HPFA 
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https://www.parentpay.com/public/client/security/#/login
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/highlandsparentandfriendsassociation/1591515
https://buytickets.at/highlandsparentandfriendsassociation/1591515


U16 Middlesex champions! 

This week, the year 10 and 11 girls' football team triumphed in the Middlesex Cup final with a 

commanding 6-0 victory over Alexandra Park School. This remarkable achievement marks the team’s 

third consecutive year as Middlesex champions, solidifying their dominance in the region. 

The match, which took place at the prestigious Rectory Park, was an exceptional showcase of skill, 

teamwork, and determination. From the first whistle, the girls displayed a level of performance that 

overwhelmed their opponents, with their attacking play proving to be too much for Alexandra Park to 

handle. The team's offensive line was relentless, scoring seven well-executed goals, while their defense 

held strong, ensuring the opposition never came close to scoring. 

Shekinah Gitu was a standout player throughout the match and was rightfully nominated Woman of 

the Match by Middlesex match officials.  

This victory not only adds another trophy to the school's collection but also underscores the hard work, 

dedication, and passion the team has displayed over the past three years. Their achievement of 

winning the Middlesex Cup three years in a row speaks volumes about their consistency and 

dominance in girls' football at the regional level. 

The year 10 and 11 girls' football team have shown they are a force to be reckoned with in school 

sports. Their performance in this year’s final is a testament to their growth as athletes and their 

commitment to excellence, making them worthy champions for the third consecutive year. 

Congratulations to the team. The school community is immensely proud of their remarkable 

achievement. 

Well done girls! 

Mrs Hutchinson 
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International Women’s Day  

As mentioned in the headteacher’s welcome today, this week we celebrated International Women's 
Day at Highlands School.  
 
Throughout the week, students enjoyed an insightful assembly presented by Yagmur, Flori, Joseph, and 
Eleanor, who are members of the school’s first-ever feminist society, FemSoc. During the assembly, they 
explained the significance of International Women's Day and this year’s theme, Accelerate Action, 
which emphasised the urgency of taking decisive steps toward achieving gender equality.  
 
FemSoc provides a platform for discussions on women’s rights and equality, and their efforts are truly 
making a difference. Additionally, the FemSoc members attended a seminar by Dr. Sian Oram from 
King’s College London. It was an inspiring week filled with action and awareness! 
 
Read this week’s special feature newsletter on International Women’s Day here. 
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https://www.highlands.enfield.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=6034&type=pdf


Celebrating success in photography competition! 

Over the Christmas holidays, I encouraged all students to take part in a special photography 

competition as a creative project to get out into their community and capture a moment of nature's 

resilience. This was open to students across all 19 boroughs of North London and run by the North 

London Waste Authority. 

I am delighted to share that Emily Dent, one of our year 7 students’ stunning photograph, Nature’s 

Quiet Triumph, has been awarded 2nd place in the competition!  

Emily’s winning piece will be proudly displayed at the brand-new education 

facility, Ecopark House in Edmonton. As part of this honour, Emily will be 

invited to the official opening ceremony where her work will be unveiled 

alongside other winners. 

Well done Emily - this is a fantastic achievement! 

More information can be seen here Secondary schools photography 

competition | NLWA and extended thank you to the team at NLWA for this 

opportunity. 

Mrs Laurenzi​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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https://www.nlwa.gov.uk/article/secondary-schools-photography-competition
https://www.nlwa.gov.uk/article/secondary-schools-photography-competition


Celebrating academic excellence at Cambridge University 

Wednesday 26th February 2025 marked a significant milestone at Cambridge University, Magdalene 

College - founded in 1428, with its own section of the River Cam and a well-regarded candlelit formal 

hall. This event was not a traditional graduation for university students but rather a celebration of a 

group of year 10 students completing the Scholars Programme, an initiative run by the charity Brilliant 

Club to inspire young people and broaden their awareness of opportunities at the UK’s top universities. 

 

Over the course of ten weeks, students participated in after-school sessions led by Alba Jiminez, a PhD 

student at Imperial College London. They developed the confidence and academic skills needed to 

apply to prestigious institutions in the future. Their journey culminated in a final dissertation, titled 

"Beyond the DNA Sequence: How Epigenetics Defines the Fate of the Cell", a challenging piece of work 

pitched at one Key Stage above their current level, which was assessed and awarded a university-grade 

mark. 

 

As part of the day students were encouraged to reflect on their future university options, received a 

guided tour of the university led by current students, as well as an information, advice, and guidance 

session to support their aspirations for higher education. 

 

This group of students demonstrated outstanding excellence, determination, and independence in 

achieving this success. We are immensely proud of their accomplishments! A special congratulations to 

Elis Cristovao and Harry Stylianou for courageously taking the stage as spokespersons for the group. 

 

Al students: Muhammad-Ibrahim Ahmad, Lois Anosike, Yunus Coskun, Isis Crawford, Elis Cristovao, 

Franceska Koci, Alan Kushova, Demi Kyriacou, Ruby Magrun, Jude Owusu-Ansah, Harry Stylianou, Alex 

Sultan, Ermioni Tsantikou and Enes Turan. 
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Year 7 netball 

The year 7 netball team continued their successful season with a 14-0 win over Kingsmead this week. 

The girls played some fantastic netball and we are very proud of their teamwork, this time fuelled by 

ribbons made by Beth! Although all of the team contributed to the performance, Kingsmead chose Alex 

as their player of the match. Netball club is every Monday 3.30pm - 4.30pm. 

 

 

Year 8 netball 

The year 8 netball team also 

played Edmonton County this 

week and played some fantastic 

netball which resulted in a 17-2 

win. 

Alex was awarded player of the 

match for her amazing effort 

playing centre. Well done girls! 

Ms Berrill  
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Bank of England ambassador visits Highlands 

Sixth form economics students had an exciting opportunity to attend a presentation from a Bank of 

England ambassador who visited Highlands School. The speaker explained the key roles of the Bank of 

England, including its responsibilities for monetary and financial stability, as well as the tools it uses to 

achieve these goals.  

Students gained valuable insights into practical applications of concepts they have studied in class, such 

as how the UK bank rate has changed over the years and how the Prudential Regulation Authority 

(PRA) and the Financial Policy Committee (FPC) work to prevent financial crises. 

The presentation also included a personal account of the ambassador’s career journey, with tips for 

students interested in pursuing a career in related fields. During the Q&A session, students had the 

chance to ask questions and deepen their understanding of economics in the real world. 

Ms Ryoo 
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Inspiring law talk - pathways, advice, and opportunities 
 

Last Friday, year 12 students received an inspiring law talk from a recent graduate who shared her 

journey into the legal field. Originally studying a BTEC level 3 in Health and Social Care, she later 

pursued a career in law, offering valuable insights into her transition and experiences.  

 

As a Londoner who has been in their position, she provided a relatable and encouraging perspective, 

answering students' questions and shedding light on different pathways into law. Beyond law, she also 

gave valuable advice on what students should be doing outside of academics - whether they plan to 

pursue law or explore other career routes. Her talk was both informative and motivating, equipping 

students with practical guidance for their future.  

 

Thank you to Nashreen and Jessica from the University of Law. 

 

Mrs Laurenzi 
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House assemblies 

This week, house assemblies were held, led by our student leaders, where they discussed their house's 

current position in the competition, upcoming events and competitions, and clubs. 

Student leaders and form reps  raised important points during the recent house meetings, which have 

been brought forward for further discussion, highlighting the importance of student voice in shaping 

school activities. 

 

 

Dancers of the week 

This week’s dancers of the week are Lindi Cela in year 8 

for his great work in the Aladdin dance and Jessica Smyth 

for her GCSE recordings. 

Well done to you both. 

Miss Brown 
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Headteacher’s award 

It is with immense pride and joy that we celebrate the exceptional achievements of our students as we 

honour the recipients of this week’s prestigious headteacher award. An award that is presented to 

nominated students who exemplify dedication, hard work and excellence. 

This week, the Headteacher’s Award is proudly presented to the following students. 

 

●​ Krystal Wright 9RCX, Sibora Myftari  8WMT and Naomi-Rose Folorunso 7WEF: Awarded for 

winning the English Creative Writing Competition for KS3. 

●​ Gracie Mae Ticehurst 12OES and Elisabeth Castells 12RHK: Awarded for helping the PE 

department with the filming of GCSE PE moderation. 

●​ Joseph Brooks 12RHK, Yagmur Olcay 12OES, Eleanor Smith 12OAT and Flori Macarthur 

12OES: Awarded for representing FemSoc and creating an event to celebrate International 

Women's Day with slides for house assemblies. 
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The Scholastic Book Fair 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be running at 
Highlands School from 28th March to 2nd 
April.  
 
Students will be able to use their £1 book 
token which the school library will be 
providing, towards purchasing a book. 
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Lost property 

Please click here for a list of lost property received since the start of term.   

 

If your child has lost anything listed, or any other item, please ask them to check with the school office, 

as things arrive daily. All items being claimed will need to be identified by the student. Please can we 

also remind parents/carers to label all uniform and belongings so we can get items back to students as 

quickly as possible. 

 

Battle of the Bands – Ticket information and performer consent 

We are excited to remind you about the upcoming Battle of the Bands! Please note that tickets are 

selling fast on ParentPay, and parents can purchase them online. Don’t miss out! 

Performers (80 in total across 15 bands) will receive a letter this week with details for consent to 

attend. Stay tuned for more updates, and we look forward to seeing you at this exciting event! 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jF1TxssgAJf1kFcAqGR78ZwUMGOByvgmBGQAiGjqDe8/edit?gid=0#gid=0


HPFA Easter raffle 
Hop into the Easter spirit and buy your raffle tickets for a chance to win "eggcellent" prizes! From a 

hamper of Easter goodies to a coffee and cake voucher, there's something for everyone - don’t miss 

out! Click here to buy your tickets now. 
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https://app.galabid.com/hpfaeasterraffle2025/items/408b05e8-b38a-4533-9932-f9ab1aa608e1


House weekly winners 
This week’s winner is the house with the highest achievement points minus concern points plus the 

points from the department competitions. Congratulations Rowan!  

 

 Beech Oak Rowan Willow 

Positive points 5,700 5,955 6,711 4,575 
Negative points -389 -314 -338 -432 
Points overall 5,311 5,641 6,373 4,143 

Y9 physics (Siena 9WMP)    1,000 

Y8 computer science (Liliana OJT)  1,000   

KS3 English (Krystal 9RCX)   1,000  

Grand total this week  5,311 6,641 7,373 5,143 

 

        Top students in year 7 

 

Forename Surname Form House Points 
Muhammed Parlak 7RAC R 61 

Levi Xhetani 7RAC R 59 
Helin Yaman 7RAC R 55 
Beth Rognaldsen 7RAC R 54 
Ediz Kara 7RAC R 54 

Joseph McHale 7RAC R 54 
Arley Alla 7RAC R 53 
Emily Dent 7RAC R 52 
Pascal Kyprianides 7RAC R 52 

Mia Dib 7RAC R 51 
 

Top students in year 8:  

Forename Surname Form House Points 
Marianne Smith 8WSW W 45 

Olivia Zimaras 8ODM O 44 
Orla Dimery 8ODM O 44 

Florence Holyomes 8WSW W 42 
Klea Kambo 8WSW W 41 

Kerim Abidat 8ODM O 40 
Kayla Hassan 8ODM O 40 

Akeesa Induvari Gurubebila Vitharanage 8BEF B 38 
Dylan Makani 8ODM O 38 
Shaan Seetul 8WSW W 38 
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Top students in year 9:  

Forename Surname Form House Points 
Xhorxhia Kuvertaris 9RCX R 46 

Simra Hassan 9OAC O 34 
Liam Redmond 9RCX R 34 
Amili Blana 9RCX R 32 

Zachary Ekkeshis 9RCX R 32 
Panayiotis Palamaras 9RCX R 30 

Lexie Cullen 9RCX R 30 
Ashton-Gabriel Eskinder 9RCX R 30 

Harry Stylianou 9WNK W 30 
Taylor Berndes 9OAC O 28 

Efe Yener 9RCX R 28 
Krystal Wright 9RCX R 28 
Kaelyn Beisty 9WNK W 28 

Top students in year 10:  

Forename Surname Form House Points 
Franceska Koci 10RTC R 52 

Jorja Hodge 10RTC R 51 
Lorin Varli 10ODC O 50 
Liya Ali 10BLM B 46 

Nicole Kozinos 10RTC R 45 
Ayse Carmanbar 10BLM B 43 
Hugh Murphy 10BYC B 43 
Yunus Coskun 10ODC O 43 
Daniel Horea 10RCG R 42 
Lucas Baja 10WJQ W 41 

Nicholas King 10WJQ W 41 
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Top students in year 11:  

Forename Surname Form House Points 
Ava Koker 11BJC B 46 

Ender Guccuk 11BNI B 37 
Sofia Betancur Mesa 11BJC B 35 

Jayden Soopramanien 11BNI B 34 
Evie Ferguson 11WTH W 30 

Aaliyah Udahemuka 11BJC B 28 
Darveen Omar 11BNI B 28 
Anastasia Katz 11OAB O 28 

Elaina Fitzgerald 11WDD W 28 
Roshan Awudu 11BNI B 27 
George Kapas 11OKK O 27 

Top students in year 12:  

Forename Surname Form House Points 
Floriana Macarthur 12OES O 16 
Eleanor Smith 12OAT O 14 
Grace Zelechowski 12RHK R 14 
Sophie Gerrish 12RJB R 14 

Annalise Demetriou 12WDS W 14 
Yagmur Olcay 12OES O 12 

Joel Biggs 12RHK R 12 
Charlie Skipp 12RHK R 12 

Top students in year 13:  

Forename Surname Form House Points 
Zachary Sferrazza 13WBS W 12 
Albert O'Shea 13WBS W 12 

Alexander Britton 13BCR B 8 
Tyler Macdonald 13BJT B 8 
Ceon Ofoeme 13BJT B 8 

Isabelle O'Sullivan 13OMA O 8 
Ayub Mohamed 13RCW R 8 
Nina Szymecka 13RSL R 8 

Maksymilian Lewandowski 13RSL R 8 
Katie Hampson 13WBS W 8 
Nico Manning 13WBS W 8 

Elyaas Uddin 13WTA W 8 
Zack Williams 13WTA W 8 
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As a school, we want to reconnect with our former students so that we can keep in touch and let them 

know about volunteering opportunities that will benefit our current students. We want to show them 

the variety of pathways available to them after leaving Highlands School, and who better to showcase 

this information, than former students! 

We are working with education charity Future First to set this up, and all you need to do to get involved 

is sign up here: Highlands School Alumni or alternatively scan the QR code below. 

More information is on our website and if you have any questions please contact our Alumni 

Programme Manager at Future First: Tara Human – tara.human@futurefirst.org.uk  

 

 

 

British Science Week (STEM) 
 

British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of everything science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics. This year the theme is 'Connections' and at Highlands we have been getting involved in 
many different ways. All students were delivered an assembly on British Science Week and notified 
how they can take part in the two competitions being held.  
 
Competition 1 - We are encouraging students to ditch buying a daily plastic bottle and start using a 
reusable drinks bottle instead (it would be preferable to fill up the bottle with water from home and if 
necessary it can be topped up in school). This will also support our Eco-schools motto ‘Making the 
green school… Truly green’. The Eco-school council reps will be attending each form group to note 
which house has the most students using a reusable bottle. The winning house will receive 3,000 
achievement points! 
 
Competition 2- Each year group has been notified of different fun and engaging projects that can be 
worked on at home. From designing a poster, researching careers in STEM, making a glider, creating 
apps and lots more. Students are to upload their work on Google Classroom and the winners will be 
announced at the start of the summer term. Students will be rewarded with Amazon gift vouchers. 
Good luck! 
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https://www.futurefirsthub.org.uk/register/highlands
https://www.highlands.enfield.sch.uk/page/?title=Alumni&pid=201
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Student medical needs 

If your child needs to take regular medication in school, please fill out the following Medicines Consent 

Form to give the school consent to administer medication to your child. All medications that are kept in 

school must be stored in the medical room.   

Mental health  

We are continuously working hard to improve our understanding as a community of mental health, to 

enable us to provide the best possible outcomes for the young people in our lives. If you are ever 

concerned that your child is at risk due to very poor mental health please inform the school. You can 

also contact one of these numbers to seek support from a specialist. The Crisis line is there to offer 

guidance if your child may be having suicidal thoughts and is possibly in immediate danger.  If you do 

ever find yourself in a position where you need to use these resources for your child, please make the 

school aware so we can provide appropriate support within school for your child.  
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8ufdfMtqqNEKmmTZT93LJ07avfD-e4TaKew4PdCOEjW7irg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8ufdfMtqqNEKmmTZT93LJ07avfD-e4TaKew4PdCOEjW7irg/viewform


Safeguarding contacts 

If you are concerned about your child’s wellbeing or the wellbeing of any other student at Highlands 

School, please contact the school on 020 8370 1100 or email the DSL at staysafe@highlearn.uk. This 

email address can also be used for students, parents and carers to share any safeguarding concerns or 

to request support.  

If you are concerned that a child has been harmed or is at risk of being harmed and school cannot be 

contacted, please contact Enfield Children’s Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 020 8379 5555, 

and all the police on 999 straight away. 

 

Helpful numbers and websites 

Childline: 0800 1111​
NSPCC helpline: 0808 800 5000​
The police: (if you are in danger): 999​
LGBT switchboard: 0300 330 0630​
Kooth: www.kooth.com - support service for students wellbeing​
Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub:  0300 500 80 90​
Barnardos: 0800 008 7005 

Sign Health:  https://signhealth.org.uk/contact/  

Deaf young people: https://signhealth.org.uk/with-deaf-people/supporting-young-people/ 

Talk to someone…. 

●​ if you feel upset or worried about anything at all (even if you think it is not important) 

●​ if you feel anxious or unable to cope 

●​ if someone has hurt you physically, emotionally or mentally  

●​ if you feel upset or worried about anything at all (even if you think it is not important) 

●​ if you feel worried about someone at home 

●​ if you are being threatened or forced to do things 

●​ if someone has done something to you without your consent 

●​ if you feel unsafe in school, at home or on the streets 

●​ about anything else worrying you 

Follow Highlands School on:  

        X@Highlands_sch    

        Instagram @highlandssch  

         YouTube Highlands School Enfield 

         Threads @Highlandssch 

         Facebook Highlands School 
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